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public in Scotland as well as in England.1 Both of them were
known to the youthful philosopher. In December, 1737, Hume
wrote to Henry Home requesting an introduction to Butler for
the purpose of securing hia reading of the Treatise while still in
manuscript:

<BLOCKQUOTE>
<P>
Your thoughts and mine agree with respect to Dr. Butler, and I would
be glad to be introduced to him, I am at present castrating my work,
that is, cutting off its nobler parts; that is, endeavouring it shall give as
little offence as possible, before which, I could not pretend to put it into the
Doctor's hands. This is a piece of cowardice, for which I blame myself,
though I believe none of my friends will blame me- But I was resolved
not to be an enthusiast in philosophy, while I was blaming other
enthusiasms.2
</BLOCKQUOTE>

Previouly in the same letter Hume had mentioned "some
Reasonings concerning Miracles, which I once thought of publishing
with the rest, but which I am afraid will give too much offence,
even as the world is disposed at present;" 2 This excision of the
first draft of the essay Of Miracles from the Treatise was
unquestionably the moat serious part of the operation of
"castrating."  Hume's respect for Butler was tempered only by
consideration for his feelings.

In March, 1738, Hume again wrote Home of how he had called
upon Butler in London to present, the letter of introduction, only
to discover him out of town. Hume continues, "I am a little
anxious to have the Doctor's opinion. My own I dare not trust
to; both because it concerns myself, and because it is so variable,
that I know not how to fix it." 3 Later in the same year Butler,
in fulfilment of the dying request of the queen, was elevated by
George II to the See of Bristol, and in February, 1739, Hume
closed the episode of the Treatise by writing to Home, "I have
sent the Bishop of Bristol a copy; but could not wait on him with
your letter after he had arrived at that dignity: At least I
thought it would be to no purpose after I begun the printing." 5
Still respectful, still somewhat in awe of Butler, Hume made no
further effort to meet him in person. Ecclesiastical eminence
he felt rendered that undesirable.

In any event it is unlikely that Butler would have proved of
much assistance to Hume in the revision of the Treatise, inasmuch
as he had previously refused to discuss philosophy with Henry
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1 Thia statement runs contrary to the general impression- The support-
ing evidence cniTinot be indicated here, but will appear in my forthcoming
volume on Bishop Butler and the Age of Reason, Chapter VII.

